Lesson Eleven: The Active Participle 
[JE eat] 


Most Arabic words are derived from three base letters that join together 
to establish a meaning. Placing these letters on various patterns produces 
different, but related words. Lessons Eleven through Fifteen cover several 


commonly encountered noun forms. 


PRINCIPLE ONE 
The active participle ( —9 refers to a person who does the action 
described by the base letters. For example, the letters dg mean, “to 


do" and its active participle J refers to “one who does.” 


PRINCIPLE TWO 

The active participle has both masculine and feminine forms.?? Placing the 
three base letters on the pattern Job produces the masculine form of the 
active participle. For example, replacing the fa’ ( + ), ‘ain ( E ), and lim 
( J ) positions in this pattern with 2—e2—£ (o worship) creates ue (a male 


who worships) [figure 11.1]. 


PRINCIPLE THREE 

The feminine form of the active participle is constructed by placing the 
base letters on the pattern of deb, Thus, »—e2—£ (% worship) becomes 
BULLE (a female who worships). 


29 All Arabic nouns, both living and non-living, are classified as either masculine or feminine. 
For example, the word (yee (sun) is feminine while the word ES (book) is masculine. The 
masculine form is used to refer to male beings ot masculine objects. The feminine form is used to 


refer to female beings ot feminine objects. 
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Je 


MASCULINE ACTIVE PARTICIPLE 


Step One: Separate the letters 
of the model 


| Step Two: Replace the base letters (Oe N 


with corresponding new letters (O— -N 


Step Three: Reattach the letters 
of the word to form the masculine 


active participle 


Jule 


A MALE WHO WORSHIPS or 


A WORSHIPER 


FIGURE 11.1 
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FORMING THE MASCULINE ACTIVE PARTICIPLE 
PRINCIPLE FOUR 


Arabic words enter four grammatical states (lesson five). Of these, nouns 


enter three? (1) rafa’ (eX), (2) nash (ai), and (3) jarr GA). 


Nouns express these s/z/es through either (I) changes in voweling on the 


last letter of the word or (2) changes in lettering at the end of the word. 


PRINCIPLE FIVE 

Most singular Arabic nouns, whether masculine or feminine, express 
changes in their grammatical states through changes in voweling on the last 
letter of the word. Two dammahs () indicate the state of rafa’ (ed Y, two 
fatbabs ( ^) indicate the state of nash (, and two &asrabs ( , ) indicate 
the state of jarr (#).3! This is illustrated in sable 11.3 (the final table of 
this lesson) for both masculine singular and feminine singular forms of 


the active participle. 


PRINCIPLE SIX 

Like verbs, Arabic nouns also have a dual form.?? The dual is produced 
from the singular by (1) altering the voweling of the last letter and (2) 
adding a designated ending. This ending reflects the grammatical state of 
the word. If the word is in the state of rafa’ (d then the suffix “ o id 
added; whereas if the word is in either the state of nash (or jarr 
(D, the ending“ o " is added. These endings are used for both the 


masculine and the feminine as illustrated in able 11.1. For example, A 


30 These grammatical states result from the interactions of nouns with other words in a 
sentence. For example, if a noun is the subject of the sentence, it takes on the grammatical state 
of rafa' (DÌ The goal of the beginner is to realize that grammatical states exist and to memorize 
their various forms. A discussion of the roles of words in sentences and what causes their 
grammatical states is found in advanced Arabic grammar books. 
31 The presence of a double vowel is known as /amvin A 5». 


32 The dual is used to refer to Avo individuals or two objects. 
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(a male worshiper) becomes OI (two male worshipers) in the state of rafa’ 
(ed) and ci (vo male worshipers) in the states of nash ( and jarr 
(D. While the feminine, 8446 (a female worshiper) becomes S (zo 
female worshipers) in the state of rafa’ (225) and ciale (two female worshipers) 


in the states of nasb ( and jarr (m). 


PRINCIPLE SEVEN 

The plural form of Arabic nouns is produced in two distinct ways: the 
“broken plural” and the “sound plural.” The “broken plural" is formed 
by (1) “breaking” apart the singular word, (2) inserting or removing 
letters, and (3) changing voweling. A set pattern for these changes does 
not exist. Therefore, each broken plural must be individually memorized. 
For example, the broken plural for the singular GUS (book) is Us 
(books), while the broken plural for the singular Je (mosque) is = 
(mosques). In each case the singular form was separated, letters Fer 


inserted or removed, and voweling was changed. 


PRINCIPLE EIGHT 

The second type of Arabic plural is called the “sound plural," and it is 
used by the active participle. The “sound plural" is formed from the 
singular by (1) making slight alterations to the last letter of the singular 
and (2) adding a designated ending. This suffix varies between masculine 
and feminine forms and reflects the grammatical state of the word (table 
11.2). In the case of the masculine sound plural, if the word is in the state 
of rafa' OY. the suffix o5 ” is added; whereas if the word is in either 
the states of nasb (Q or jam (pr), the ending “ is added. For 
example, 46 (a male worshiper) becomes SUE (many male worshipers) in 
the state of "m (225) and (Hb (many male worshipers) in the states of nasb 
(25) and jar (3). i 


33 Some singular words only use the broken plural, others only use the sound plural. Rarely, a 
singular word will use both the sound and broken plurals. For the most part, active participles 


use the sound plural. 
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In the case of the feminine sound plural, if the word is in the state of rafa’ 
SY then the suffix C ” is added; whereas if the word is in either nasb 
(nai) or jarr (D,, the ending“ el is added. For example, 547 (a 
female worshiper) becomes IU (many female worshipers) in the state of rafa’ 
(aD) and ee (many female worshipers) in the states of nash ( and jarr 


woe 


>). 


ESSENTIAL NOTE 
The conjugations of the active participle must be memorized (table 11.3) 


before moving to the next lesson. 
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TABLE TTA 


FORMING THE DUAL 
BASE FINAL STEP 
RESULT ENDING DUAL 
FORM GOAL ONE E NDIN U 
* ^ ^ ^ 
Jet B oe 
7 MASCULINE uo N; P 777 
of the 7 . 
A male doer DUAL IN last Ep jee + ol 'Two male doers 
RAEA' i di 7 
Masculine letter to Masculine dual 
singular in rafa’ fathab in rafa’ 
Seb DE ot i 
7 MASCULINE | "P. f un : ( me 7 
m 
A male doer dr "à last x Je ly + Cx Two male doers 
Masculine letter to d Masculine dual 
singular in nasb Jathah in nasb 
G Change ot Li 
Je MASCULINE a Ws uet 5 ( MF 2 
PA a 
Ame doer E^ last m Je E + CF Two male doers 
Masculine letter to c Masculine dual 
singular in jarr Jathah in jarr 
— ae: 
esq . 
0 G od ölel 
å | £e aay a vowel 0 7 ^ 
2 FEMININE of the 5 Ad . 
DUALIN > alels + Ol Two female 
A female doer RAFA’ last ^ ^ doers 
Feminine letter to Feminine dual i 
Y j " athah ‘eminine dual in 
singular in rafa f rafe’ 
245 4 » „ 

. > ^ $ 

Abels Li ele 
7 FEMININE | ‘OWS d Re 5 oi 
DUAL IN ofte | >| äle |+ . Two female 
A female doer NASB last 7 OL doers 
Feminine letter to g Nu ; 
singular in nasb Jathah . 
nasb 
= — 0 P d — 

* d * 
ile duse |» + dels 
ang FEMININE DA 35 3 di 

DUALIN STE alels à Two female 
A female doer JARR last ^ CP doers 
Feminine letter to si MINE . 
singular in jarr Jathah RUE ales i 
jarr 
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TABLE 11.2 


FORMING THE SOUND PLURAL 


BASE FINAL STEP SOUND 
RESULT ENDING 
FORM GOAL ONE B NDIN PLURAL 
E ^ 5 3 ^ 
^ 4 ` 
L MASCULINE | Change O° P 9 NE E 
ei SOUND vowel of G „ 0 
A Hale doce PLURAL IN lie Je oa Many male doers 
Masculine RAFA Aan mal Masculine plural 
singular in rafa’ in rafa’ 
. ^ ^0 d 
Mel | MASCULINE ier df » od E 
7 SOUND . = di 
A male doer PLURAL IN a Je b CP Many male doers 
Masculine NASB asrab f Masculine plural 
singular in nasb in nasb 
o Lad 
^ e * 
Jet MASCULINE | Change ? M» o 
» zo 
Z o SOUND the last Jsb > 
A male doer Eo IN letter to C ^ OR Many male doers 
Masculine hasta Masculine plural 
singular in jarr in jarr 
Me * 4 n ù 
del FEMININE di ° eb 
7 SOUND Pur E E “ 
inal za’ Je — Many female 
A 1 5 i IN marbutah vi doers 
È asa , Feminine plural 
singular in rafa in rafa’ 
245 4 8 A ù 
ill FEMININE Pa o tel 
7 SOUND Prop : : i 
A female d PLURAL IN Hur Je U | Many female 
i oer NASB marbutah á 4 doers 
. dd ; ` Feminine plural 
singular in nasb iub. 

5 , t — 
ilels FEMININE | p P o > AeL 
ge SOUND E Je lì | È 

inal za’ — Many female 
A EN a Tu pp d f doers 
: e Feminine plural 
singular in jarr in jarr 
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TABLE 11.3 


THE ACTIVE PARTICIPLE 


FEMININE 


MASCULINE 


SOUND SOUND 
PLURAL DUAL SINGLE PLURAL DUAL SINGLE 
dot ^ P v^ 7 ^ 3 ^ ^ ^ * ^ 
* — 4 7 ` ad . » . A m * 
debe Se | det | oseb de | feb : 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ c» 
female doers me ele a female doer male doers two male doers a male doer 


doers 


AL 


female doers 


* — 
or è 
+ deli 
sé ^ 
— 
two female 
doers 


2^5 4 
ile 
Pd 


a female doer 


^ 

^0 i 

REF 
“rr 


male doers 


— a 
o * 
el 
. 
a 


two male doers 


a male doer 


orc 


female doers 


two male doers 


WA af 
or . 
el 
PB 
a 


two female 


doers 


— rd 
cls 
24 


a female doer 


^ 

^0 8 

Ae 
“ee 


male doers 


a — 
e * 
“les 
"o 
a 


Jeb 


a male doer 


